
WASHINGTON STATE ANIMAL RESPONSE TEAM

ANNUAL REPORT20
20



	 What to say about 2020. A year 
that took on a new meaning across 
the globe, It’s difficult to separate 
that four number word from a 
summary of WASART’s trials and 
tribulations. 
	 It feels like a lifetime ago when 
King County was considered 
the nations Covid hotspot. Some 
of WASART’s daily challenges 
included determining whether 
we could all safely touch the 
same rope, exhaustive equipment 
cleaning, evaluating each call by 
our responders’ ability to safely 
distance, health screening of 
the animal owners who needed 
our support, and some may even 
remember the fearful conversation 
when we heard this invisible 
threat could spread to animals. 
We welcomed new members over 
Zoom during virtual knot trainings, 
and endured gruesome hikes in 
the summer heat donning masks 
and safety glasses. Nevertheless, 
WASART safely responded to 
nearly 30 deployments, rescuing 
dogs, cows, horses, and even some 
young goats across King, Pierce, 
Snohomish, Lewis, and Whatcom 
Counties while maintaining 
county-specific protocols 
regarding group sizes and masking 
requirements. 
	 The WASART Training 
committee along with our 
Technology and Communications 
committee were already hard 
at work to provide more virtual 
training opportunities so we could 
make our base and operations 
courses more accessible. These 
virtual efforts gave us a great 
jumpstart in adapting to more 
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virtual training formats. 
	 If 2020 brought one great thing 
into our lives, it was 30 minutes 
of Corgi Cam following our 4th 
Annual, Raise The Hoof: Paws Up 
For Animals virtual fundraiser. A 
sub-committee of techies formed 
to work alongside the fundraising 
team to put on our first ever online 
auction, hosted by Live Oak Studios, 
and raised nearly $25,000.  
	 This year also provided WASART 
the opportunity to serve the 
Tacoma area by setting up and 
staffing an emergency animal 
shelter for those with COVID19 
who did not have arrangements 
for their pets. With the shelter 
set up and ready, the committee 
was able to provide just-in-time 
training to teach volunteers basic 
animal handling, animal intake 
and housing, and all the intricacies 
of working in an urban shelter 
environment. 
	 Perseverance, safety, caution, 
and adaptability were just a few of 
the more common themes of 2020.  
Fortunately these themes are all too 
familiar for an organization bred 
to prepare for the unexpected. Our 
13th anniversary just proved that 
our training in these areas extends 
to every part of the organization. 
From volunteer coordination, 
outreach, fundraising, 
credentialing, training curriculum, 
technology, supply, transport, 
technical responses and more; 
WASART stayed true to its mission 
to help animals and their owners in 
emergencies.

In gratitude,
Josette Holden, President 

Aligning to our Vision	



• Recognized as a model for 
other animal response 
organizations

• Member of the Governor’s 
Readiness Council

• State accreditation/
recognition/appointment
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nWASART’s vision:
To be the premier 

animal disaster response 
organization throughout 

the Northwest.



Mission statement
Helping Animals and Their 
Owners in Emergencies 

Integrity
We do what we say we can do. Above 
reproach as well as morally and 
legally responsible for our actions 
and decisions.

Education
Developing and sharing knowledge 
and technical expertise. Utilizing 
skills and available resources to 
inform and train members and the 
broader community.

Professionalism
Excellence in reputation  
and delivery.

Teamwork
Collaborative skills, experience 
and training, and willingness to 
work with each other and other 
organizations. This allows us to 
expand our capabilities. Respectful 
collaboration to efficiently achieve 
our goals.

Volunteerism
Personal commitment to 
participate; to participate to the 
level we can. We are committed and 
we believe in our Higher Purpose.
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RESPECT 

CREDIBILITY

HONESTY

ACCESSIBILITY 

ETHICS
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4,902

152 34,604

$238,305
Deployments

Volunteer hours

Members Miles traveled

Volunteer value*

619 $96,710
Professional hours Professional value**

*Value of non-professional volunteers’ hours (at WA rate of $33.02/hr. 2019 rates, most recent available. Source: 
independentsector.org

**In-kind value of hours donated by professional volunteers, donating their skill and time in their professional capacities. 
Rates are reported by the individual. 





Josette Holden

Jeremy Kane

Jeanette Whitmire
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Kimberly Taylor

Michaela Eaves

William (Bill) Daugaard, P.E.
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President
president@wasart.org

Vice-President
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Secretary
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Training Director
training@wasart.org

Public Information Officer
public-info@wasart.org
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Assets & Liabilities	 2019	 2020
Total Assets	 $228,020	 $234,989	
Total Liabilities	 $0	  $0 	
Net Assets	 $228,020	 $234,989 	  	
		

Summary of Expenses	 Amount	 Percent
Program service expenses	  $73,041	 83%
Management & general expenses	  $9,353	 11%
Fundraising expenses	  $6,024	 6-%
Total	 $88,418	 100%

Fundraising and Income	 Amount 	 Percent
Contributions, gifts, and grants	  $84,954	 91%
Program services revenue	  $995	 8%
Investment income	  $90 	 1%
Promotions & merchandise	  $965 	 1%
Total	 $97,004	 100%
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A Team Apart
	 Like every other organization, WASART had to adjust to 
the new challenges brought by the pandemic. It meant a slow 
down, then a halt to our training. It meant we opened a shelter 
on behalf of Pierce County in expectation of animals that 
needed care while their owners suffered through COVID-19. 
It meant we cancelled all of our in-person events, including 
our annual fundraiser and outreach appearances where we 
educate people on disaster preparedness – ironic since we were 
all living through a disaster in slow motion. 



We Miss You All
Outreach for 2020 was limited 
to two events, a booth at a horse 
expo and a presentation at a horse 
disaster prep event. Aside from 
the pleasures of meeting with the 
public, our outreach focus is on 
helping people prepare for disasters 
so they can take care of themselves. 
We look forward to getting back to 
this. 
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	 We cut back on our in-person 
education offerings and moved 
what we could to online. Much 
of the training we do is muscle 
memory, so while we put more 
effort into online resources such 
as on-demand videos, in-person 
training was completely cut for 
a while in adherence to State of 
Washington guidelines.
	 Additionally, we had planned 
2020 to be the year to begin training 
and formation of a swiftwater 
team. This was necessarily delayed. 



Working Closely As a Team While Staying Safe
	 The pandemic complicated emergency response. Information changed often and we are fortunate that our 
contacts within the Department of Emergency Management kept us both up-to-date on the most current 
information and requirements. We wore masks during deployments and distanced from each other. We 
carried extra masks for animal owners who didn’t have any during the beginning of the shutdown as we all 
got our bearings in the new rules of engagement. Fortunately, nearly all of our callouts are outside, often on 
trails, or in barns where there is a lot of airflow. 
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Responding to an Unknown Disaster
	 Sheltering events tend to be more rare than emergency response of the 
technical nature, but this year, we got the opportunity to put our training 
to use when Pierce County asked us to open and staff an emergency animal 
shelter when, expecting large numbers of people to be ill from the pandemic, 
there was concern some of those affected would have pets with no one to 
care for them. As we waited to see who might be in need of help, we used the 
opportunity to polish our sanitation procedures and train new members. 
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Sam
	 Fortunately for all of us, Sam, a 
four-year-old 130 lb. Newfoundland 
wasn’t stranded too far up the Dirty 
Harry’s Balcony Trail. 
	 We’d gotten a call from Sam’s 
owner and headed out after getting 
permission from King County to 
do so. Our call coordinator also 
called our friends in King County 
Explorer Search and Rescue (ESAR) 
to see if they might be available and 
willing to assist. July is a busy time 
of year—definitely the busiest for 
us and we know ESAR was busy as 
well.
	 Just the night before they’d 
assisted us on another callout for a 
dog, also stuck up a trail.
Sam was only about 25 minutes 
up the trail and laying calmly and 
breathing normally on the side of 
the trail when we arrived at his 
location. His owner had doused him 
with water in case the issue was 

heat exhaustion. We weren’t sure 
what the issue was. It could have 
been heat exhaustion or it could 
have been an unknown injury, so 
we handled him carefully.
We rigged an emergency lift 
harness from a section of webbing 
so we’d have a way to tie him to the 
litter. We put a quick emergency 
muzzle on him. It’s our policy to do 
so—injured animals may react out 
of fear or pain and we do everything 
we can to keep everyone safe. ESAR 
had the litter ready to go. We coaxed 
him into lying on his sternum 
rather than his side briefly so we 
could tip the litter under him. We 
got it under him as far as we could, 
then pulled him the rest of the way 
on. ESAR members usually carry 
Thermarest foam pads and the 
team had leant Sam some for the 
bottom of the litter so he could ride 
more comfortably.
	 We tied him in quickly with 
a couple of webbing straps we 
attached to the harness. After that 

we lifted him up while a couple of 
the team members attached the 
single wheel to the bottom of the 
litter. As soon as we were ready to 
go we checked in with Sam again, 
who seemed calm and accepting 
of what was going on. At that time 
we felt safe enough to remove the 
muzzle to allow Sam to pant and 
cool himself, we decided it was safe 
enough for us and certainly better 
for Sam to be able to cool himself to 
have it off. 
We headed carefully down the trail. 
More ESAR volunteers met us on the 
way down, lending extra hands and 
fresh muscles to the trip down the 
trailhead. 
We stopped occasionally to offer 
Sam some water and swap out 
volunteers on the litter.
	 We made it down safely and 
loaded Sam into the owner’s car and 
they headed off to the emergency 
veterinary hospital. 



Kodi
	 Kodi had some issues on Mt. 
Si and could not continue down. 
The King County Sheriff’s Office 
contacted us to travel up the trail 
and help get him and his owner 
safely back to the trailhead. He was 
a black German Shepherd, roughly 
75 lbs., about three years old. We 
joined King County Explorer Search 
and Rescue (ESAR) and climbed up 
the trail to find Kodi and his owner. 
The owner sat on the side of the 
trail, Kodi lay beside him with his 
head resting on the owner’s thigh. 
The owner’s hand rested across 
Kodi’s ribs.
	 The original call had come in as 

probable heat exhaustion, but we 
suspected it could be something 
else. However, heat exhaustion was 
something we could at least assist 
with, if it was the case, so we made 
sure Kodi stayed soaked with water. 
The owner had already started the 
job with his own water by the time 
we were there and one of the ESAR 
volunteers had a towel she’d let Kodi 
borrow to help keep him cool and 
wet.
	 Our volunteers took a look at 
Kodi, put a soft muzzle on him and 
rigged him with an emergency lift 
harness so we could secure him to 
the litter for the ride down.
ESAR had the litter and wheel 
ready to go — ESAR mostly deals 
in human rescue and are amazing 

in their abilities to manage a one-
wheeled litter with a top-heavy load 
in it. They brought the litter over 
to Kodi, and we lifted him into the 
litter. We secured him to the litter 
with some webbing attached to the 
harness. We radioed down we were 
ready to go, and then we headed out.
	 With ESAR’s expertise, 
we navigated the rocks and 
switchbacks of the Mt. Si trail. Kodi 
rode with his head held high and 
those of us not taking a turn on the 
litter could almost always see his 
black ears sticking up. It took a bit of 
time to get him down the 1,750 feet 
or so of elevation. It was dark by the 
time we rolled into the parking lot 
where the owner and Kodi reunited 
with the owner’s daughter. 
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Did we get it wrong?

We value your contribution 
and it’s our goal to make 

sure everyone is correctly 
represented. If we missed 
your name or misspelled 

it, please let us know at 
fundraising@wasart.org

and we’ll issue a revision.

In Honor Of
Evergreen Equine Veterinary 

Practice – Moritz, Kristin
Sherie Christy – Wolfe, John
Mark & Bridget Nowlin – 

Nowlin, Bridget
Julie Shipman – Bourton, Lynn
Beth Hinz – Schwab, Judy & Sid
Marcus Goodrich – Newton, 

Garrett

In Memory Of
Dorie – Booker, Elaine
Peach Pooh Bear – Beauchamp, 

Steven
Jane Brown & Barry Rhodes – 

Rhodes-Gregory, Janet
SteveCash83 – Okamoto, 

Ramona
All the animals that have
come and gone in our lives – 

Paton, Heather & Greg

Shiloh – McDermott, Keven
Rusty – Gagnon, Carrie Lee
Rosy – Sebelsky, Patricia & 

Scott

Holstein
Benevity*
Jasper Family Giving
Facebook Donate App*
Edwards, Connie

Alpaca
AKC Reunite

AmazonSmile Foundation
Anderson, Leanna
Anonymous (multiple)
Boeing Employees Giving 

Program
Centennial Kennels, Maple 

Valley, WA
Clelland, Zoe
Coons, Debbie
Daugaard, J.D., Lisa
King County Employees 

Giving Program
KLeo Foundation
Moss, Sandra
Potter, Rebecca
Stout, Alison

LABRADOR
Anderson, Brian
Blake, Selena
Citrone, Steve
Clark, Deanna
Crawford, Bruce
Fawcett, Shaley
Gately, Teresa
Hall, Kyle
Jones, Ann
Maurer, Linda & R.W.
North American Saddle Mules 

& Donkeys Assoc., Madison, 
GA

Notenboom, Leo
Mirhoseini, Krista
Moritz, Kristin
Office of Sec of State 

Employees
Orban, Bonita & Bickley, 

Robert

e your conte your cont

*Some corporations or employers allow donations from users or employees. The smaller donations 
from multiple individuals are pooled and gifted under the names of the larger entity. The names of 
the individuals are removed from the donation what it is received, so unfortunately we can’t thank 
the individuals themselves, but we are grateful none the less.





Palmroth, Karen & Phil
Pedersen, Marcia
Pethigal, James & Carolyn
Ruth’s Dog Walking, 

Woodinville, WA
Seattle Foundation
Serrill, Jeanne
Tegeler, Kate

Merino 
Becker, Patricia
Bristol, Sheela
Bukes, Holly
Dahl, Douglas
Dahl, DVM, Jeffrey
Drost, Penny
England, Juli
Frontstream
Hawks Prairie Veterinary 

Hospital, Lacey, WA
Nordstrom’s, Inc.
Stewart, Jim
Serrill, Douglas & Debbie
Shipman, Julie

Manx
Bachelder, Karen
Baller, Patty
Beauchamp, Steven
Becker, Jo
Benson, Susan
Best, Carol Ann
Beyers, William & Margaret
Birney, Barbara
Blalock, Breeana
Blank, Catherine
Bodley, Jennifer
Bonamici, Bruno
Booker, Elaine
Bourton, Lynn
Boyle, Judith

Boyle, Sally
Bradford, Brandy
Brigham, Thomas
Brooks, Jamie
Brown, Glenda
Brown, Kent
Brown, Kimberly
Browne, Kristi-Lynn
Buccieri, Martin
Buch, Lisa
Burke, Nancy
Burr, Kathie & David
Carlyle-Askew, Beth
Chamberlain, Judy
Champion, Catherine
Charity Gift Certificates
Chedalawada, Laura
Cillo, Antoinette
Claypool, Cindy
Cook, Pamela
Corrington Family Fund, 

Renton, WA
Craig, Jill and Boyles, Damon
Craig, Shelli
Cybergrants-CAFA
Daigle, Ann
DalSanto, Susan
Danforth, Linda
Danielson, Sharon
Daugaard, P.E., William
David, Jane
Debeaumont, Resa
Delpilar, Dante
Dexter, Ravenna
Dickens, Richelle
Dickson, Shellie
Dorgan, Andrea
Dorrah, Ilse
Dowling, Rebecca
Drazdoff, Nola
Duchesne, Ritz
Eckerman, Nicole
Eisenstadt, Mark

Engelberg, Suzanne, Canine 
Advisor

Erckmann, Lynn
Erckmann, W. James
Ertolacci, Annmarie
Evolution Oils, Plano, TX
Fiala, Mary
Flynn, Blake, Artist
Flynn, Rebecca
Fowler, Cheryl
Fulton, Julie
Gagnon, Carrie Lee
Galdabini, Catherine
Gallion, Harry & Martha
Gillette, Greta
Giuntoli, Kim & Jim
Goodwin, Bradford & Sunde, 

Minde
Goss, Connie
Greene, Shana
Harrelson, Beverly
Harris, Leighanne
Harris, Sylvia
Colin Hartke
Healy, Doreen & Don
Heath, Veronica L.
Hill, Leisl
Hillan, Bridget
Hoffman, Lynne
Hogan, Abby
Hovind, Christina & Paul
Hunter, Mitzi
Hurley, Karen
Irle, Christopher
Island Pet Center
Janow, Jill
Johnson, Diane
Johnson, Maria
Judge, Kathleen
Kane, Jeremy, EMT
Kelleher, Rory
Kelly, Debra
Kelly, Michelle



Kennedy, Wendy
Khoury, Michelle
King, Jason
Kinney, Maurice
Kirkland, Stephanie
Klupenger, Lisa
Kroger
Kuechle, Carol
Lachapelle, Mary
Landin, Robyn & Kent
Laverty, Margaret
Lee, Susan
Leslie, Heidi
Lewis, Janet
Lewis, Kathryn E.
Live Oak Audio Visual, Seattle, 

WA
Locken, Amity
Ludwig, Patti
Lui, Barbara
Lunnum, Margaret
MacLachlan, Erin
Mansfield, June & Guy
Marquardt, Linda
Massey, Janell
Matheson, Ginger
Matthews, Sarah
McClements, Patricia & Keith
McDermott, Keven
McMillen, Caren
Meyer, Deborah
Michell, Shawndra
Millar, Jane
Miscellaneous
Moore, Gwendolyn
Mozeika, Nanette
Mulholland, Diane
Mullen, Elizabeth (Betsey)
Munn, JoAnn
Murakami, Irene
Murphy, Jan
Murphy, Patricia
Myhre, Elizabeth



Nankivil, Lynn
Nelson, Amber
Network for Good
Newton, Garrett
Nipert, Kari
Nonog, Lisa
Novembrino, Mark
Nowlin, Bridget
Nunes, Stanislava
Okamoto, Ramona
Ouellette, Tracy
Paris, Tamara
Paton, Heather & Greg
Pattee, Donald
Paypal Giving Fund
Penor, Lori
Perkins, Allison
Pickett, Kirsten
Pierce, Janah
Pierce-Magdalik, Erin
Pike, Katharine
Pinkers, DVM., Diane
Powers, Daniel & Carol
Prather, Lynn
Rabah, Safouen
Ramirez, Rachel
Reed, Ellen
Regan, John
Rhodes-Gregory, Janet
Riggins, Linda
Robertson, Evelyn
Roedell, Carlyn Hove 
Rydberg, Jenny & Ray
Ray Rydberg
Savo, Maryann
Schmeits, Angela
Tammy Schmidt
Schumacher, riki
Schwab, Judy & Sid
Schwartz, Jenna
Sebelsky, Patricia & Scott
Sellers, Susan
Serrano, Veronica & Osmar

Wong, Benling
Wong, Yvonne
Wyatt, Jennifer
Your Cause

In-Kind, Companies
A Contemporary Theatre 

(ACT)
Ace Hardware, Lakewood, WA
Anthony’s Restaurants
Auclair Winery
Baileys Beds Nonprofit 

Organization
Bellevue Arts Museum
Boehms Candies & Chocolates
Caffe Ladro
Chimpanzee Sanctuary 

Slayden, Greg & Hendershott, 
Tracy

Smith, Angel
Smith, Lea
Smith, Lisa
Smith, Pamela
Smokoska, Rebecca Bruns
Spring, Marilyn
Squirrelville, Scanner
Sronce, Jennifer
St. Claire, Jennifer
St.Germain, Benjamin
Stebbins, Alice
Stevenson, Kathryn
Stewart, Susan
Stock, Laura
Sunde, Marian
Swent, Cheryl
Swift, Jennifer
Syron, Jo Ann
Tagoai, Faaselavei
Talbot, Shelley
Taylor, Kimberly
Thompson, Meghan
Tibbetts, Teri A.
To, Caroline
Torland, Andrea
Townsend, Barbara
Trompeter, Marion
Trull, David
Valeda, Karen
Vandermay, Lisa
Vogel, William (Bill) 
Wannamaker, Jpy
Warren, Julie
Watts, Meredith
Welling, Kelli
White, Alison
Wigley, D.D.
Wilkinson, M.D., Cathy G.
Wolf, R.N., Nancy
Wolfe, John
Wolff, Kelly



Northwest
Creative Forces, LLC
Crowne Plaza Hotel
Diamond Knot Brewery
El Gaucho Restaurant
Firgrove Veterinary Hospital
Hellbent Brewing Company
Hill’s Science Diet, National 

Donation Program
Inglewood Golf Course
Ivar’s & Kidd Valley 

Restaurants
Jimmy’s on Broadway 

Restaurant & Ba
Lakewood Hardware
Live Oak Audio Visual
Lowe’s Hardware, Lakewood, 

WA
Marlene’s Market & Deli
Maryhill Museum of Art
Metro Dogs Seattle
Mimi’s Teas
Mountain Mist
Museum of Glass
OD Beverage Company
Optimism Brewery
Orban, Bonita & Bickley, 

Robert
Pyramid Brewery
Radio Systems Corporation
Ray’s Boathouse
Rhein Haus Restaurants
Robi’s Camera Center
Saltys Restaurants
Seattle Aquarium
Seattle Gilbert & Sullivan 

Society
Seattle Meowtropolitan
Seattle Thunderbirds
Silver Cloud Hotel - Broadway, 

Seattle, WA
Silver Cloud Hotel - Lake 

Union, Seattle, WA
Starbucks, Lakewood, WA

Sakuma, DDS, Karen
Serrano, Veronica & Osmar
Shepherd, Thom, Artist
Thompson, Greg
Varner, Paula Robinson

Stottle Winery
Sugar Mountain, Beecher’s 

Cheese
Suquamish Clearwater Casino 

Resort
Tacoma Art Museum
Tacoma Little Theatre
The Blissful Dog Team
The Museum of Flight
The Triple Door
Tito’s Vodka
Tractor Supply Company, 

Enumclaw, WA
Trader Joe’s, University Place, 

WA
VCA Pacific Avenue Animal 

Hospital, Tacoma, WA
Warwick Hotel, Seattle, WA
Washington State University 

Athletics Department,
Woodland Park Zoo

In-Kind, Individuals
Annual Report Name
Anonymous
Cottle, DDS, Kenneth L.
Drost, Penny
Eaves, Michaela
Eaves, Pia
Edwards, Edwards
Fawcett, Shaley
Felsenthal, Ellen
Goldstein, Leslie, Glass Artist
Hermann, Ann, Photography
Hicks, Dwayne
Johnson, Diane
Kerr, DMD, PS., Brian
Kim, Tracy
McClements, Patricia & Keith
Munn, JoAnn
Orban, Bonita & Bickley, 

Robert
Rydberg, Jenny & Ray


